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Abstract:

This article addresses a critical issue concerning the growth of
a city that has undergone significant urban transformations due to
rapid population growth. General population and housing data from
1977, 1988, 2000, 2013, and 2023 indicate that Boutilimit has
experienced unprecedented demographic growth, surpassing all
projections. As a result, the city's size and spatial footprint have
expanded significantly, leading to unregulated and chaotic urban
sprawl.

The urban space of Boutilimit has been severely impacted by
this population surge, exacerbating a range of challenges. These
include the proliferation of informal housing, uncontrolled urban
expansion, the absence of a well-defined urban development plan,
and a lack of essential infrastructure, particularly in sanitation.
Additionally, the city faces mounting pressure on public services,
rising unemployment, escalating waste management issues, and
worsening urban poverty. These challenges necessitate immediate
intervention from territorial stakeholders to develop a
comprehensive and coherent development strategy that addresses
past constraints and failures.

Keywords: Population Growth; Urban Expansion; City; Urban
Dynamics; Boutilimit.
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