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Abstract: Mauritania possesses a rich and diverse tourism
potential capable of transforming the country into a major tourist
destination, provided that these resources are planned and managed
according to rigorous scientific standards and effective promotional
strategies. In this context, Geographic Information Systems (GIS)
emerge as an appropriate technical tool due to their ability to
manage, integrate, analyze, and cartographically represent spatial
and descriptive data, while facilitating querying, data sharing, and
report generation. These functionalities provide essential support for
the sustainable planning and management of archaeological and
tourism resources.

This article aims to highlight the main functions and
potentialities of GIS in the management, documentation, and
planning of cultural tourism sites, while formulating
recommendations for decision-makers and stakeholders. To this
end, a dual bibliographic and applied approach is adopted,
proposing a GIS-based system for the management, documentation,
and valorization of archaeological tourism sites in Mauritania, with
ancient cities taken as a case study.

Keywords: Heritage Tourism; Development; Archaeological
Sites; Tourism Planning; Geographic Information Systems (GIS);
Mauritania.
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