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Abstract The tale of “The Lion and the Diver” reveals a profound
symbolic and narrative depth that allows it to serve a dual function:
artistic and didactic. This tale stands as an advanced model of symbolic
representation of power and wisdom in Abbasid political literature. The
lion embodies the hesitant or deceived ruler, while the diver appears as
a figure of deep wisdom attempting to guide the king and unveil hidden
truths. The narrative structure acts as a dynamic semantic field in which
symbolism transcends artistic function and becomes a vehicle for
expressing tensions between ruler and advisor within Abbasid
governance. This study adopts a semiotic-narrative approach to analyze
the political representations encoded in the tale. It concludes that the
diver symbolizes the epistemic agent who is often marginalized in
authoritarian systems. The tale reconfigures power through the
symbolic use of the sea and diving as metaphors for knowledge-seeking
and truth-revealing.
Keywords: Lion, Diver, Narrative, Political Representation, Symbol.
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