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Abstract:

Urbanization is a long-standing human phenomenon marked by
the transition from a nomadic lifestyle characterized by constant
movement to one of settlement and stability. The Mauritanian space
has experienced this shift since early times, as evidenced by the
emergence of several historical urban centers. While some of these
towns have vanished due to the passage of time leaving behind only
remnants others continue to persist despite challenging conditions.

These historical towns played significant political and economic
roles across different periods. However, this study focuses primarily
on their intellectual contribution, particularly their role in laying the
foundations of Mauritania’s scholarly culture during the modern
and contemporary periods. The research seeks to answer key
questions: In what historical context were these towns founded?
What roles did they play in establishing and preserving learned
culture? And what were the major sources and intellectual streams
that fed into this cultural tradition?

Keywords: Ouadane; Chinguetti; scholarly culture;
Mauritania.
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