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Abstract:

The scientific and cultural life in Ottoman Algeria was characterized by
the spread of Sufisme and sanderling mysticism, which became common
Even among jurists and saints. At the same time, transmission and
imitation spread to the point of becoming almost blind, Leading to the
Weening of éducation across Algeria and the décline of sciences. Culture
was largely confined to juristic and doctrinal commentaires and
annotations, while literature and poetry did not extend beyond prophetic
praises, Sufi pieces, some love poems, magamat (prose texts), and rhymed
prose.

The methods of endowment (waqf) were primitive and simple,
reflecting the simplicity of education it self. Children were usually sent to
the Quranic school at the age of four. They would present their slate to the
teacher to write the Basmala and the final verses of Surah Al-Isra : 'Say :
Call upon Allah or call upon the Most Merciful..." as a symbol of devotion
and correct belief. The letters of the alphabet were written according to
the Maghrebi order. Attendees, especially the elders, would touch the slate
to write each letter for blessing. Notably, the letter Fa' is marked with a
dot below it, while the letter Qaf takes a dot above it.

Keywords: Cultural life; decline of éducation; the speard of colloquial
langage; sufisme; ascétiques; quranic school; teaching methods.
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