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Abstract: Mahmoud Mohamed Taha is a prominent Islamic thinker,
considered one of the most important symbols of religious enlightenment
in the 20th century. The research focuses on his vision of democracy
through his writings. It is an issue he addressed early on, starting from the
mid-20th century, where he analyzed, critiqued, and based it on his
intellectual vision of the subject. The research aims to analyze and discuss
Taha's ideas about democracy and compare them with his contemporaries
and peers. The researcher used the descriptive-analytical, critical, and
comparative methods to examine how Taha dealt with democracy through
four axes: The first axis focuses on his critique of democracy in its capitalist
and Marxist-communist concepts, both of which led to the falsification of
democracy. The second axis focuses on the concept of shura and its
difference from democracy. The third axis deals with the transition from
shura to democracy requiring the development of Islamic law. The fourth
axis raises the question of the desired democracy as understood from Taha's
writings. The research showed that Taha's intellectual contribution on
democracy was characterized by novelty and theoretical depth, unlike most
Islamists' writings across their theological and intellectual schools, where
we notice a clear absence of the concept of democracy. Finally, the
researcher recommends that scholars in Islamic philosophy and thought
give Taha's ideas on democracy, the new understanding of Islam, and the
development of Islamic law, their due attention in study, analysis, and
critique.

Keywords: Democracy ; Mahmoud Mohamed Taha ; Islamic
thought ; Shura ; development of Islamic law.
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