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Abstract:

This study examined Algerian Sahara Ksour from historical,
archaeological, and economic perspectives, considering them part
of the national cultural heritage. It noted that they originated during
the Middle Islamic period and spread throughout the Sahara,
playing a prominent role as fortified places for housing and storage,
and as rest stops for trade caravans crossing the Sahara.

The study used historical and descriptive approaches to
investigate the origin, development and architectural features of
Ksour. He noted that ksour vary from species to species and include
public structures that serve social, economic and military purposes.
Today they face natural and human challenges that can be addressed
through care, restoration and awareness of local heritage. From an
economic perspective, the Ksour offer sustainable development
potential by supporting desert tourism and traditional industries,
improving the living conditions of the inhabitants and preserving
their cultural and historical value for future generations.

Finally, the study recommended the need to adopt a clear
strategy for maintenance and restoration, and to promote desert
tourism, in cooperation with governmental and academic
institutions, and to undertake regular efforts to spread heritage
awareness among the local community, in order to sustain this
architectural heritage in the future.

Keywords:

ksour; archaeological heritage; southern Algeria; Sahara
tourism; local population.
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