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Abstract: This study examines the role of the French Foreign Legion in
major military operations conducted in Algeria between 1959 and 1960 by
analyzing its operational function within French military strategy during

that period. It focuses on the reorganization of Legion units and their
integration into rapid intervention and airborne formations, as well as the
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scope of their participation in large-scale operations in terms of combat
intensity and territorial deployment. The article evaluates the relationship
between battlefield tactical superiority and the possibility of achieving
comprehensive strategic decisiveness in the context of a war of national
liberation. The findings indicate that although the Foreign Legion played a
prominent operational role within the French military structure, tactical
successes did not lead to the termination of the conflict or to decisive
strategic transformation, thereby revealing the limits of a military-
centered approach in confronting a politically and socially rooted
liberation movement.

Keywords: Military History; French Foreign Legion; Algeria; National
Liberation Army; Plan Challe 1959-1960.
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