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The Role of the Judiciary in Disseminating the Maliki School in
Aghlabid Sicily (212-296 AH / 827-908 CE): A Study of the
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Abstract: This study presents an analytical approach to the role of
the Maliki judiciary in disseminating the Maliki school of thought in
Sicily during the Aghlabid period, a foundational era in the history of
Islam on the island. It addresses a central problem concerning the
contribution of Aghlabid judges to establishing the Maliki school in Sicily
and the mechanisms they employed to transfer judicial experience from
Kairouan, the political and scientific capital of the Aghlabid state.

The study's significance lies in transcending traditional historical
observation of the Maliki school's diffusion toward analyzing the
judiciary's pivotal role as a mechanism in this process and as a factor
contributing to its empowerment in Sicily. It fills an important gap by
linking the judicial apparatus with the scholarly role of judges and
revealing the relationship between Kairouan as a flourishing metropolis
and Sicily as a field for application and expansion.

The study concludes that the Maliki judiciary in Sicily was not
merely an administrative extension of the Aghlabid state but constituted a
living mechanism for transmitting the Aghlabid doctrinal model,
contributing to the consolidation of the Maliki school on the island for
subsequent centuries.

Keywords: Judiciary; Sicily; Aghlabids; Maliki School; Kairouan.
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