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Abstract:

This article examines the historical and social transformations
of the Banu Rashid tribe into the Hashm tribe in the Central
Maghreb, from the late medieval period to the modern era.
Specifically, from the year 1375 CE, when Ibn Khaldun wrote his
famous universal history al- ‘Ibar, up to the tenure of Bey Hassan,
Bey of the Western Beylik, between 1812 and 1831. This tribe’s
territory extended from Mediouna and Banu Wurnid in the west to
the fortress of Hawwara (later known as the fortress of Banu
Rashid), which belonged to the Banu Yallumi tribe; from Mount
Rashid (later called Mount al-*Amur) in the south to Mount Tasala
in the north, part of the Banu ‘Amir Hilali tribe. Overall, this was
originally the land of the Banu Yafran, who were the rulers of
Tlemcen in the early Islamic period.

Drawing on historical anthropology and social history, this
study examines the long-term transformations of tribal formations
in the Central Maghreb through the lenses of kinship, alliance,
territoriality, and power. An analysis of primary source corpora
reveals that tribal entities were neither fixed nor homogeneous, but
rather dynamic social structures subject to processes of
fragmentation, reconfiguration, and reaggregation within changing
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political and ecological contexts. These processes often resulted in
the blurring of genealogical and geographical affiliations, as groups
moved—voluntarily or under constraint—from one tribal
framework to another, or from one "‘arsh" (clan confederation) to a
different territorial and political configuration. In the medieval
period, social organization in the Central Maghreb was
predominantly structured around ethnically defined tribes, whether
ruling, subjected, or operating beyond effective state control "siba".
Tribal cohesion rested largely on real or imagined kinship,
functioning as a form of symbolic capital that underpinned
collective identity and political solidarity, in line with classical
theories of "‘asabiyya". With the advent of Ottoman rule in the
early modern period, this mode of organization gradually gave way
to the predominance of "a‘rash", whose cohesion was no longer
primarily genealogical but based on alliance-making, maraboutic
networks, Sufi service, and incorporation into the structures of
effective authority. The differentiation between makhzen tribes and
subject populations further redefined social hierarchies and modes
of political integration. This shift entailed a profound
transformation in the relationship between social groups and space.
Whereas tribal identity in the medieval period was anchored in
genealogy—even when fictive—the "‘arsh" of the early modern
period became directly tied to territorial control and land-based
settlement. These changes were closely intertwined with the internal
dynamics of the maraboutic phenomenon, which acted both as a
mediating institution and as a mechanism for social cohesion and
legitimation. From the early modern period onward, tribes and clan
confederations progressively abandoned permanent nomadism "al-
za'n", adopting semi-sedentary and semi-nomadic patterns
characterized by seasonal transhumance. This transition toward
settlement and spatial stabilization reflects broader socio-economic,
political, and ecological pressures. Consequently, while medieval
cultural and social formations were largely shaped by the pastoral
hinterland, early modern configurations became increasingly
oriented toward urban centers and administrative spaces. Within
this theoretical and historical framework, the present paper traces
the historical and geographical trajectory of the "Hasham" group,
from its emergence in the "Tougin" region during the medieval
period to its transformation into a cohesive military tribe under
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Ottoman rule in the "Rachidia" area. By situating this trajectory
within broader processes of state formation, territorialization, and
social reconfiguration, the study contributes to a deeper
understanding of tribal dynamics as historically contingent and
socially constructed phenomena rather than static or purely
genealogical entities.

Keywords:

Hasham; Banu Rashid; Rashidia; banu Tougin; Ghriss.
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1- E. Lespinasse, notice sur le Hachem de Mascara, in la revue africaine,

année 1877, T22.

2- Paul RUFE, Domination Espagnole a Oran, sous le gouvernement du
compte d’Alcaudette 1534/ 1558, Editions Mimouni, sans date, Alger,

Algérie.

-31 -



