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The Role of Sheikh Muhammad ibn Yusuf Atfiyyesh (1332 AH/1914 AD) in Identifying
Some Places in the City of Ghardaia _ A Reading of the Manuscript Ar-Risala Ash-Shafiya
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Abstract: Typically, toponymists note the lack of sources and
written documents from which to base their knowledge of the
origins of places’ names or the alterations that have occurred in
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some of them. This often leads them to rely on oral narratives. As
the title suggests, the present study comes to light to address such
an obstacle. Notably, the treatise holds great significance because it
contains knowledge in various fields, including religions, schools of
jurisprudence, theology, history, genealogy, geography, language,
and literature. The presentstudyaims to identify the geography of
the city of Ghardaia by engagingwith the corpus (Al-Risalah Al-
Shafiyya), by identifying some of the places where it appears and
presenting narratives explaining the origins of its names. Most
importantly, through this exploration and presentation, the study
will provide scholars with material from which to begin
investigation and lexicographical development.

Keywords: Sheikh Atfiyyesh; manuscript; Ar-Risala Ash-Shafiya;
Ghardaia; toponymy.
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