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Colonial legal restriction of educational and religious activity
"The case of the Badisi reform movement"
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Abstract: The Ben Badis reform movement faced strict and
multifaceted legal restrictions from the French colonial
administration. The reform movement, led by Abdelhamid Ben
Badis (1889-1940), posed a major challenge to French colonial
policy in Algeria, which prompted the latter to enact a set of
arbitrary laws to besiege this movement and limit its influence, and
impose restrictions to implement the "Frenchization" policy that
prohibited teaching in the Arabic language in free schools and
mosques teaching Arabic-Islamic curricula were closed, teachers
and preachers linked to the reform movement were arrested, and
Arab newspapers and magazines founded by Ibn Badis, the latter of
whom was monitoring his movements, were confiscated to limit his
educational and advocacy activities. But despite these obstacles, Ibn
Badis succeeded in establishing a network of schools and
publishing the magazine "Al-Shihab", which became a platform for
reformist thought. The research aims to study the arbitrary French
laws that targeted Ibn Badis' reform process and analyze the
strategies he followed to confront them. Ibn Badis faced the
decision of March 8, 1938 to close Arab schools similar to the free
schools of the Association of Muslim Scholars and restrictions on
educational activity. The research concluded that the strategy of
cultural resistance, standing up to the attempt at cultural integration,
and raising the slogan "Islam is our religion, Arabic is our language,
Algeria is our homeland" enabled the preservation and revival of
Algerian 1identity, and that the parallel educational system
succeeded in preparing an aware generation of intellectuals and
thinkers who contributed to the national movement and the
liberation revolution.
Keywords: Laws, arbitrary, colonialism, strategy, Ibn Badis.
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