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History between the Document and the Historian
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Abstract: The relationship between the historian and the
historical document is a key theme in modern historiography. The
document serves as the primary source for reconstructing the past,
while the historian critically analyzes and reinterprets it. Yet, a
document is not always neutral—it may reflect political, social, or
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ideological influences. Therefore, it must be examined through
rigorous critical methods. The historian thus becomes a mediator
between the document and historical knowledge, transforming raw
data into an informed, balanced narrative that reconciles subjectivity
and objectivity.

This study aims to clarify the methodology of historical
criticism of archival documents and its importance in constructing an
objective historical narrative that highlights the historian’s role in
analyzing documents and overcoming their biases to produce
accurate scientific knowledge of the past, ultimately reaching a
complementary relationship between the two, based on both the
descriptive and analytical historical methods.

Keywords: Document; Historian; Positivist School; Annales
School; Algeria
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