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Abstract:
This study examines the challenges inherent in the study of

Islamic heritage, particularly the dual issues of source material and
research tools, both traditional and modern, which have long
hindered scholarship in the field. Against the backdrop of
methodological divergence between Islamic and Western orientalist
approaches, it explores the project of American historian Steven
Humphreys, who sought to advance a more rigorous and objective
analytical framework for engaging with Islamic historical sources.
The study analyzes the conceptual foundations of Humphreys’ work,
evaluates his hypotheses and research questions, and considers his
geographical and chronological frameworks, with the aim of
assessing its scholarly significance and situating it within broader
debates in both Islamic and Western historiography.

Keywords : Islamic Heritage, Steven Humphreys, Sources,
Islamic History, Orientalism, Historiography, Islam, West
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