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Abstract:

This study aims to shed light on the intricate relationship
between football—Africa's most popular sport—and diplomatic
relations among African nations throughout history. The research
adopts a historical analytical approach, employing systematic
observation as a primary methodological tool.

The study concludes with several key findings. It reveals that
diplomacy among African countries has significantly influenced
football matches, with political and diplomatic tensions often
spilling onto the football field. This has led to the involvement of
athletes in arenas beyond their sporting domain, sometimes
depriving them of their right to fair competition. Conversely,
football itself has also impacted diplomatic relations among African
nations, either negatively by exacerbating tensions or positively by
strengthening diplomatic ties.

Furthermore, the research highlights how football has been
strategically utilized by African political leaders to serve broader
diplomatic objectives for the continent. Notably, former Ghanaian
President Kwame Nkrumah initiated the African Cup of Champions
Clubs (now the CAF Champions League) as a means to foster unity
among African nations. Additionally, the study underscores the
collective African stance within the realm of football to isolate the
former apartheid regime in South Africa.

Keywords: Football, International Relations, Diplomacy,
African Nations, Africa.
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