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The Dean of Algerian Historians, Abu al-Qasim
Saadallah, and His Relationship with the Reformist Movement:
Between Intellectual Affiliation, Scientific Neutrality, and
Cultural Openness
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Abstract: Despite being deeply immersed in Arab-Islamic
culture—shaped by his early upbringing, family background, and
education at the Zitouna University—the life of the dean of
Algerian historians, Abu al-Qasim Saadallah, was marked by great
richness and diversity. This was evident in both his scholarly and
intellectual formation and his research and creative interests, which
were reflected in his extensive written and published works
spanning history, literature, thought, and culture. This richness
stemmed from the diverse environments he experienced, the
peoples he interacted with, and the languages he mastered
throughout his life, starting from the desert region of Boudoua in
Qamar, Oued Souf, to Minnesota in the United States, passing
through Tunisia, Egypt, Jordan, and Algeria.

This richness and diversity also influenced Saadallah's relationship
with the reformist movement in Algeria, which took on a unique
character due to his intellectual proximity to the movement and his
connections with its figures, institutions, and press. At the same
time, he maintained a degree of intellectual distinction, research
independence, documentary boldness, scientific neutrality, and
cultural openness—especially in his approach to topics, issues, and
events related to the movement and its history.

Keywords: Saadallah; Reform Movement; Association of Scholars;
Al-Basaer; Algeria...
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