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Industrial activity in C ity Tlemcen during the Ottoman period.
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Abstract: The city of Tlemcen was one of the most prominent
centers of the eyalet of Algeria and the Beylik of the West
throughout history. It has maintained its status since the Zayyanid
period, which continued through the Ottoman rule (1518-1830). The
city became famous for the flourishing of various industries and
crafts, which contributed to its esteemed position, as its inhabitants
developed these skills, benefiting from the heritage passed down
from their ancestors and the expertise of Andalusian migrants who
settled there. Despite the diversity and spread of these industries
and crafts, they were characterized by a traditional and artisanal
nature, predominantly manual. Tlemcen's artisanal and industrial
products were distinguished by their simplicity and reliance on local
raw materials, making them easy to use and practical. Agriculture
and pastoralism, along with natural resources such as rocks and soil,
provided the essential raw materials for these industries. Tlemcen
was known for its famous traditional industries, such as the
production of woolen covers and belts, which were distributed
throughout the streets of the city, known for specializing in specific
types of crafts, such as the Street of Coppersmiths and the Street of
Weavers. Thanks to this diversity in crafts, the city was able to meet
the needs of its residents for both essential and luxury goods
through daily and weekly markets

Keywords: Tlemcen; Crafts; Profession; Workshop; Artisans.
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