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Abstract: : Christianity was present in North Africa simultaneously
with its spread in the East. There is disagreement about the route
through which it entered the region, but it is agreed that the
Archdiocese of Carthage was the guardian of Christianity in North
Africa, overseeing all local churches from western Libya to
Morocco, passing through present-day Tunisia and Algeria. Since
the Archdiocese of Carthage was also administratively and
theologically subordinate to the Diocese of Rome.

This paper aims to investigate the reasons behind the disappearance
of Christianity from North Africa and the extinction of the Perish of
Carthage despite its historical significance, along with all the local
churches in North Africa, and the extent to which this
disappearance is linked to the Islamic conquest of the region. Many
Christian sources attribute this disappearance to the ethnic cleansing
practices by some Islamic governments against Christians, forcing
them to evacuate. However, through a historical examination of the
Christian presence in the region and its disappearance, we found
that it is more related to the independent nature of local Christianity
and its religious leadership, as well as the numerous schisms within
it from the central authority in Rome and Byzantium.

Keywords: The early church; North Africa; the Christian
presence in North Africa; the Islamic conquest; the reasons for the
decline of Christianity in North Africa
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(When Christian communities are destroyed, they rarely vanished
entirely or immediately, and survivors often maintain a clandestine
existence for many years afterward) (Jenkins, p 175)
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(Indeed, the only surprising feature is the fact that the impact of
Teutonic Arianism has been so long underestimated or overlooked)
(.C.J, 1960, p393) .
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(Vandal Arianism provided acceptable arguments for the Berbers
and other North Africans’ political and cultural challenge to the
Empire, moreover, Vandal Arianism, which was closer
theologically to Islam than any other form of Christianity, provided
an effective transitional stage between Trinitarianism and Islam
.The completion of this transitional resulted in an effective break
between the Berbers and the Romano-Byzantine Catholics) (.C.J,
1960,p381) .
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(We suggest that the explanation is rather to be in the uniqueness of
a form of Christianity which dominated and modified North
Africa’s religious concept during the Vandal period and left its
impact throughout the Byzantine restoration) (.C.J, 1960, p 382) .
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(The disappearance of Christianity in North Africa in the wake of
the rise of Islam was due primarily to a religious cause which was
supplemented by cultural, economic, military and political factors
.and the Vandal invasion and conquest of North Africa bringing, as
it did, a modified Arianism which was culturally and religiously
suitable to the North Africans and imposing it upon them, played
the key role in Christianity‘s disappearance from North Africa)

(.C.J, 1960, p 395).
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(In the Vandal period ,the main theme in African church history is
the comparatively rapid decline of the Catholic Church from the
pre-eminence gained in the last generation of Roman rule ...The
arrival of the Vandals seems to have caused an immediate and
spontaneous outbreak of feeling against Catholicism in which the
clergy were the chief sufferers)(Frend, 1952, p. 301) .
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(Thus Donatist and Catholic remained divided from each other
until both were swept away by Islam) (.w.c, 1952 . p 315)
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