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Managing mosques in Algeria. Sociological reading
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Abstract: The mosque is considered one of the institutional models
with a spiritual and cultural value deeply rooted in Algerian society.
It played an important role at different historical stages, the most
important of which was the defense and preservation of the Islamic
identity of Algerian society. For the mosque to continue to support
society with its individuals and institutions, its leaders had to review
the structural and organizational dimensions according to the
economic conditions and political transformations that Algeria has
experienced since independence. Anyone who follows the
legislation, laws and ministerial and presidential decrees regulating
religious affairs in Algeria in general, and those regulating the
institution of mosques in particular, can only conclude that this
upward trend, in quantity and detail, is evidenced by the legislation
regulating this vital institution. However, certain contradictions and
structural overlaps are still presented, sometimes in legislative texts,
sometimes in social reality, concerning the organization of the
mosque institution and its management in accordance with the
demands and requirements of modern institutional management. In
order for the mosque to fulfill its contemporary social and
civilizational tasks, to keep pace with the current problems of
society and the state and to reconcile visions and positions, it must
be endowed, like the rest of the active institutions of society, with
the human and material capital that assists the imam and supports
him in the management of the institution of the mosque in
accordance with current requirements and needs.

Keywords: religious identity ; mosque ; institutional identity ;
Modern management ; centrality of the mosque
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