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The importance of foreign sources in defining desert urbanism
in the Laghouat region
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Abstract: The books of French travelers and soldiers in the
nineteenth century are considered very important sources for
researchers interested in the history of the Laghouat region. They

are full of deep and detailed impressions and observations about
various aspects of life in this region, and they are unique in their
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accurate recording of many small and important details. In addition,
these writings dealt with various topics and provided valuable
information about the architectural characteristics of the region,
which occupied a prominent place in the reports of these travelers
and soldiers. They studied the plans of the palaces in the region and
analyzed the civil, religious and military architectural structures, in
addition to other topics related to urban planning in general.
However, to achieve real scientific benefit from these texts, the
researcher must subject them to accurate historical criticism. These
sources are not without flaws; they were written primarily to serve
colonial goals and facilitate their mission. They may also contain an
aspect of imagination, in addition to the dominance of personal
character and subjective impressions in some of them, and
sometimes they show features of fanaticism or arrogance

Keywords: Laghouat; Architecture; Urbanism; Travelers;
Military; Nineteenth century.
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