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Health practices of the contemporary Algétian family
"Alternative Medicine as a Madel™*

Abstract:

This study seeks to shed light on the rationale related to the
disease and health and their®link wath the cultural structures
and the system of habits of the’Algerian family, despite the
societal modernization that affected several fields of life. This
transformed the traditional style of family, based on the
religion and customs variable, to the modern style based on
new values and nerms with a reflex.

On the ethemand, and despite the technological and
technical development in the medical domains, pharmacy,
culture andyhealth, we put into question a number of
therapeutics” practices, of actions and of non-scientific,
traditiopal preventive behaviors, which we call in the Algerian
societyalternative medicine. The latter is characterized by a
holy character given the fact that it is related to the cultural
model and to the holy religion, which represent the collective
memory of individuals, and which contributed to its
legitimacy and its evidence, referring to this practice, to the
experience and to the proved texts. Another reason that helped
increase the continuity and development of alternative
medicine is The creation of a new modern space such as
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multimedia and media institutions, which represent a
framework for the collective imagination and the value of the
contemporary family to adopt it and be a public place which
gather different actors and practitioners of this type of health
practice.

Key words: health practices; disease; alternative medicine ;

contempany family .
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