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“Selected Ashraf and Marabout Lineages in the Ghris Region.”

Abstract:

The noble lineages (Sharifian descent) in the Ghris region have been diverse and highly
branched, due to the large waves of migration of the Prophet’s descendants to the area, both
from the Husayni and the Hasani lines. The latter further divided into Sulaymani and Idrisid
branches, which in turn subdivided to include, in the Ghris region, most of the descendants of
Idris II. This diversity indicates that Ghris represents a fertile, varied, and distinctive space for
the Sharifs in Algeria. It also reflects a particular cultural and social specificity that may
distinguish the region from others, granting it prominence and precedence in hosting what
sources describe as some of the purest lineages. This, in turn, contributes to shaping the
modern history of the region from both civilizational and human perspectives. The Ghris
region is fortunate to have attracted these noble lineages and even more fortunate that they
settled in an area offering favorable living conditions. Such conditions later fostered cultural
creativity at various levels. Thus, the genius of place combined with human creativity produces
civilization, some manifestations of which became evident in Ghris through the influence of

this social group.
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The noble lineages (Sharifian descent) in the Ghris region have been diverse and highly
branched, due to the large waves of migration of the Prophet’s descendants to the area, both
from the Husayni and the Hasani lines. The latter further divided into Sulaymani and Idrisid
branches, which in turn subdivided to include, in the Ghris region, most of the descendants of
Idris Il. This diversity indicates that Ghris represents a fertile, varied, and distinctive space for
the Sharifs in Algeria. It also reflects a particular cultural and social specificity that may
distinguish the region from others, granting it prominence and precedence in hosting what
sources describe as some of the purest lineages. This, in turn, contributes to shaping the
modern history of the region from both civilizational and human perspectives. The Ghris
region is fortunate to have attracted these noble lineages and even more fortunate that they
settled in an area offering favorable living conditions. Such conditions later fostered cultural
creativity at various levels. Thus, the genius of place combined with human creativity produces
civilization, some manifestations of which became evident in Ghris through the influence of

this social group.

Keywords: Sharifs; Marabouts; Ghris Region; Genealogy.
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