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Identity and the question of difference in contemporary Arab thought

Metalsi Hammi Noureddine.

Abstract:

This article examines the problem of identity and the question of difference in contemporary
Arab thought — one of the central themes in philosophical and cultural discourse from the
Renaissance to the present. The concept of identity, undoubtedly, crystallized through contact
with Western modernity, especially its negative dimensions — such as colonialism in Arab and
Islamic societies — and through the political and social transformations that demanded a re-
examination of identity and its cultural and civilizational boundaries. Our focus lies in the
dialectic of identity and difference, since identity is shaped only in relation to the Other — the
different — and through engagement with them. Thus, identity is no longer seen as a fixed
essence, but as a site of critique, reflection, and reconstruction. In turn, difference has shifted
from being perceived as a threat to being recognized as a cultural and intellectual value — one
that enriches pluralism, strengthens diversity, and supports coexistence within the human
community.

Keywords: Identity; Difference; Modernity ; The self and the other ; Dialogue.
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