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Political Relations between the Kingdom of Aragon under King James I and the Hafsid
State (625—675 AH / 1227-1276 CE)

Bettayeb Lahouaria — Renima Ahmed

Abstract: The political relations between the Kingdom of
Aragon during the reign of King James I and the Hafsid State
between 625 AH / 1227 CE and 675 AH / 1276 CE represent
one of the key episodes of political interaction and diplomatic
exchange that marked the period stretching from the 7th / 13th
to the 8th / 14th century. This era witnessed intense political
activity reflecting a mutual desire for closer political ties and
the promotion of commercial exchange.
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From the moment King James I ascended the throne, he
oriented his foreign policy toward the states of the Islamic
Maghreb. The Hafsid State, due to its geopolitical importance
and its commercial role in the region, held a significant place
within this policy. The geographical proximity between the two
powers—especially  following  Aragon’s  expansionist
campaigns in the Balearic Islands and Valencia—served as a
key factor driving their interaction.

Despite  occasional  developments  that  hindered
communication and repeatedly disrupted efforts to conclude
truce and peace agreements, both parties often chose to
prioritize dialogue. This study traces the nature of these
political relations, examining the factors that contributed to
their success during certain periods and their failure during
others.

Keywords: Hafsid State — Aragon — James I — Prince Abu
Zakariya al-Hafsi — Prince al-Mustansir al-Hafsi
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