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Sufi Studies Among Orientalists:
Language as an Epistemological Problem
A. Benaissa Kheira

Abstract: Sufi studies among Orientalists raise profound
epistemological questions about language not only as a tool of
communication, but also as a structure producing knowledge since
language is viewed as a loaded domain encompassing cultural and
historical elements, as well as a symbolic system that reshapes
meaning within a cognitive structure that affects conditions of
understanding and interpretation.

In this context, translation becomes an epistemic practice that
transcends the level oflinguistic transferturning into an
epistemological determinant within the new language. Thus, the
question about language in Orientalist studies becomes
fundamentally epistemological which leads to wvarious issues
concerning the limits of possible knowledge: How was language for
the Orientalist both a means of understanding the Sufi text and an
epistemological barrier? Does language function as a conveyor of the
text, or does it participate in the reproduction of meaning given its
interpretive tools and differing cultural and semantic contexts?
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