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From gender neutrality in science to an ethics of
difference according to Luce Irigaray,

Fares Amina.
Abstract:

Contemporary Western feminist thought has challenged
patriarchal systems that have historically prioritized men while
marginalizing women. In Western intellectual traditions—
spanning religion, history, language, philosophy, science, and
technology—men have dominated, and women have often
been characterized negatively as irrational, emotional, or
invisible. These portrayals reflect a deeply entrenched
patriarchal framework that presents itself as gender-neutral
while systematically excluding the feminine. In response,
French philosopher and psychoanalyst Luce Irigaray (b. 1932)
critically reexamined Western philosophical discourse.
Through her deconstructive approach, she revealed the
masculine bias embedded in knowledge and science. Irigaray
advocated for an ethical model that embraces sexual difference,
allowing both men and women to engage equally in the
production and understanding of knowledge. She emphasized
the need for a relational model based on mutual recognition and
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respect, moving beyond a singular, male-dominated
subjectivity toward a balanced framework that acknowledges
the existence of “two” distinct yet equal subjects.

Keywords: Western feminist thought; science; gender
neutrality; Luce Irigaray; sexual difference.
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