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The Concept of Nihilism in Nietzsche's Thought: From the
Destruction of Metaphysics to the Reconstruction of

Meaning
Tahri Saddam

Abstract: This study aims to examine the concept of nihilism
in the philosophy of Friedrich Nietzsche by tracing its
development and manifestations, particularly in light of the
declaration of the "death of God" as a pivotal moment revealing
the collapse of absolute metaphysical values. The research
concludes that nihilism represents an inevitable outcome of the
disintegration of the traditional structure of Western thought.
Nietzsche, however, proposes a philosophical alternative to
overcome nihilism, based on the will to power and the
revaluation of values—thereby restoring the human being's
creative role in generating meaning. The findings also show
that Nietzsche does not deny nihilism; rather, he confronts it
and transforms it into a driving force for the creation of new
values that transcend the traditional moral and metaphysical
order.

Keywords: Nietzsche; Nihilism; Death of God; Will to Power;
Ubermensch.
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