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Abstract

The present paper is an attempt to study a set of key
concepts that deal with the issue of the belonging in the
Algerian reformist discourse, by deconstructing the terms of:
Homeland, Nation, Patriotism, Nationalism and State in the
national discourse, in general, before independence, as well as
presenting the criticism addressed to the reformist movement
concerning its conception of the national issue in particular, and
refuting such judgment by highlighting the extent to which the
reformists contributed to the development of the concept of the

Algerian nation in a practical way.

Key words: Homeland, nation, state, colonialism,
reformist movement
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"Les Oulémas occupent une place particuliere dans le
nationalisme algérien : Ils ont contribué a sa formation d'une
maniere décisive, malgré leur modération vis-a-vis du mot d’'ordre

de l'indépendance «
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