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yennayer, Amazigh year and Amazigh calendar
Between popular traditions and historical research_]

oumelkheir Laggoun

Abstract: Algeria is full of a rich and diverse cultural heritage,
as old as the Algerian nation and the immensity of the Algerian
country.

From this heritage, Algerians celebrate ‘“yennayer” the
beginning of the Amazigh year, However the formalization of
its celebration has sparked disagreements among Algerians,
Some welcomed it and considered it a reconciliation of
Amazigh identity, while others rejected it and linked it to the
Amazigh calendar established by the Berbere Academy in
1980. The same year, Algeria witnessed painful events in
Kabylia region; it almost divided the sons of a single people, as
some have deplored it, because the authors of the Amazigh
calendar have chosen a symbolic event from popular memory,
represented by the seating of Pharaoh Sheshenq I on the throne
of Egypt in the year 950 B.C

Due to this difference, it is up to specialists to research and
verify what is common among people is the narration of
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events. Use methodological techniques to study and analyze
what happened in the past in order to reach historical truth
as much as possible, and then clear up the confusion around
“Yen-Nair”.

Keywords: yennayer; Intangible heritﬁe; Amazigh year;
Amazigh calendar; pharaoh Sheshenq
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