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Executive Decree No. 25-170, which defines the conditions and modalities for engaging in
micro-importation activities by self-employed entrepreneurs, aims to provide a regulatory and
organizational framework for micro-imports. This initiative seeks to formalize the 'suitcase trade'
(informal cross-border trade) and mitigate its adverse effects on the national economy by
integrating it into the formal sector through a structured legal framework. By transforming informal
practitioners into recognized economic actors, the decree empowers skilled youth with modest
capital to contribute to self-employment and job creation for others. Furthermore, it aims to
revitalize the service sector, meet consumer demands, and transition youthful energy from a
consumption-oriented demographic into a productive and effective force within society.

Consequently, this study aims to highlight the legal framework governing micro-importation in
Algeria as a newly authorized activity for the self-employed entrepreneur. This framework seeks to
reorganize this type of importation to safeguard the national economy, while simultaneously activating
oversight mechanisms to ensure product quality and enhance consumer protection.

Keywords: Micro-import, Micro-economic criteria and conditions, Privileges and obligations of
micro-importing."
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