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Abstract

This research examines the legal nature of nationality in light of jurisprudence
and comparative law, considering it one of the most important bonds that determine
an individual's belonging to a state and the resulting rights and obligations. It aims
to analyze the concept of nationality and its elements, and to clarify the different
jurisprudential approaches to its legal nature, ranging from the contractual
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approach, which links it to the will of the individual and the state, to the regulatory
approach, which places it under state sovereignty.

The research also addresses the factors for acquiring and losing nationality in
some Arab and Western legislations, highlighting their similarities and differences.
The study adopted a comparative methodology to analyze the positions of
Mauritanian, Moroccan, Egyptian, and Tunisian legislations, as well as the French
and American systems. The study concluded that the regulatory approach is closest to
contemporary legal reality, with the increasing role of individual will and human
rights in nationality matters. The study also highlighted the evolution of the concept
of nationality from an internal bond subject to state sovereignty to a bond with
increasingly significant human rights and international dimensions. It concluded that
it is necessary to achieve a balance between the state's authority to regulate its
nationality and the need to guarantee the protection of the right to nationality and
prevent cases of arbitrary deprivation of it.
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