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Abstract

he term secularism fluctuates between the religious and the poli-

tical meanings. It also splits between theoretical definitions, and
the reality of presentation. Contemporary European Muslims suffer
from the double-standard treatment by the institutions of secularism,
although, in theory, modern European secularism is assumed to treat
all religions equally. To address this question, Etymology and cha-
racteristics of European secularism will be inductively and critically
investigated. Is there a hard secularism that opposed to its constitu-
tion, and are there still residues of Christianity in power, that disturb
what secularism claims to achieve? How is it applied in the religious
and political spheres?

Keywords: Secularism; Religion; Politics; Theory and practice;
Europe.
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