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Abstract:

The violation of children’s rights constitutes a pervasive phenomenon
that has affected nations throughout history and continues to do so across
various domains and through diverse methods. Among the most
egregious violations is the recruitment of children, often driven by the
objective of securing a livelihood for them amid compelling
socioeconomic and geopolitical pressures. Key factors contributing to this
practice include poverty, armed conflict, and the consequent
deterioration of living conditions in occupied or war-torn populations. In
impoverished or occupied states, the systematic denial of fundamental
rights—coupled with families’ inability to provide for their children’s
basic needs—compels children to seek employment at a very young age,
often accepting exploitative or hazardous conditions. In other instances,
children are forcibly abducted by armed groups and conscripted as
combatants in hostilities.

The recruitment of children by armed groups entails severe and far-
reaching consequences that effectively extinguish their childhood and
disrupt their prospects for a stable, secure life. Recruited children are

transformed into instruments of violence, intimidation, and Kkilling.
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Moreover, they frequently suffer profound physical and psychological
harm, including abduction, torture, and captivity by enemy forces.

Given the gravity of these violations, the international community has
established a robust framework of international legal instruments aimed
at prohibiting and criminalizing the recruitment of children—whether
such recruitment is compulsory or voluntary—thereby affirming the
imperative of protecting children’s rights in times of armed conflict.

Key words: Armed conflict, child, criminalization of child recruitment,

child soldier, international conventions.
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