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Abstract:
This research paper examines the role of the juvenile judge in protecting

atrisk children under the procedures and measures stipulated in Algerian
legislation, particularly Law No. 1512 on Child Protection, with special
focus on their placement with trustworthy alternative families. An atrisk
child is defined as any child facing threats to their physical, psychological,
or educational wellbeing due to neglect, homelessness, domestic violence,
or exploitation.

The juvenile judge plays a pivotal role in this process, commencing with
investigating the child’s circumstances, proceeding through the selection
of qualified alternative custodial families based on stringent criteria
including moral character, financial capacity, and health status, and
concluding with postplacement monitoring. The study identifies legal
shortcomings, particularly the ambiguity surrounding preferential
treatment of relatives in custodial placements, and recommends
amendments to Executive Decree 7019 to strengthen protections. This
mechanism demonstrates Algeria's legislative commitment to children's

rights, though requires refinement to ensure greater practical efficacy.
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