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Abstract:

This article examines the ongoing transformation of Arabic popular literature (al-adab
al-sha'bi) as it migrates from oral performance to digital narrative spaces. Building on the
classical anthropological and folkloric conceptions of popular culture, and on Walter Ong's
theory of orality and literacy together with Henry Jenkins' notion of convergence culture, the
study traces how the digital medium reshapes the modes of production, circulation and
reception of folk tales, proverbs and songs. Particular attention is given to Algerian case
material circulating on Facebook, YouTube and TikTok, where inherited oral forms are re-
enacted, remixed and re-authored by anonymous and semi-professional content creators. The
analysis shows that digitisation does not simply transfer folklore from one support to another;
it restructures the relationship between text, performance, audience and context, producing a
hybrid 'digital orality' that both extends the collective memory function of folklore and exposes
it to risks of decontextualisation and commodification. The article concludes with a set of
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recommendations concerning the archiving and safeguarding of Algerian popular heritage in
the digital environment.

Keywords: Popular literature , oral tradition , digital storytelling , folklore , Algerian
heritage.
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