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The Levels of Symbol and Poetics in Madinah bila Matar
by Badr Shakir al-Sayyab
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Abstract:

This study explores the levels of symbolism and poeticity in Badr Shakir Al-Sayyab's
Madinah bila Matar by combining the mythological approach with discourse analysis. It
examines the poet's use of the myths of Tammuz and Ishtar as symbolic frameworks expressing
the dialectic of death and rebirth, drought and fertility, while reflecting his human, social, and
political vision. The study also analyzes the poem's discourse through the concepts of textual
cohesion and coherence to reveal the mechanisms underlying its artistic structure.

The findings indicate that, despite the relative weakness of some cohesive devices, the
poem achieves profound semantic coherence through the integration of its symbolic structure,
thematic unity, and the effective use of mythological, religious, and historical references. The
study concludes that symbolism constitutes the core of Al-Sayyab's poetic vision and that
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mythology is employed as an artistic technique to express human suffering and the aspiration
for renewal, making the poem a distinguished model of modern Arabic poetry.
Keywords: Badr Shakir Al-Sayyab, Madinah bila Matar, Symbolism, Poeticity, Myth.
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