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Identity transition and control of place in Nella Larsen's novel
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Abstract:

We are often captivated by the desire to return to the places where we were born and
raised, given their symbolic value in our hearts. Place is not merely a geographical space to
which we register our regional affiliation, but becomes a vital space with which we are bound
by interactive relationships that contribute to defining the identity of the individual who
establishes relationships with others within it. These relationships are sometimes based on
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harmony and sometimes dominated by difference, with each group attempting to exclude the
other so that it does not penetrate its space, thus building a pure identity and an original race.
This is the aspiration of many nationalities that reject the different, despite the impossibility
of achieving it. Within the geographical space, culturally different groups emerge, striving to
build spaces of belonging in which they exclude the other. Place is no longer a fixed
geographical space, but a cultural and social space within which human practices interact
within strict boundaries that reveal the dominance of a certain group in the name of color and
race. Violent relationships, even to the point of killing, emerge to resist this racial
transformation, which revealed the desire of Black Americans to cross over to the white race.
America witnessed this phenomenon during the Harlem Renaissance in the early 1930s.

Keywords: Crossing, ethnic crossing, place, identity space, race.
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