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From Cultural Criticism to the Construction of Civilizational Awareness:
An Integrative Study of the Thought
of Abdullah Al-Ghathami and Malek Bennabi
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Abstract: This research examines the relationship between cultural criticism and
civilizational transformation in contemporary Arab thought. It is based on the assumption that
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culture forms the deep structure shaping civilizational action and that the Arab renaissance
crisis is closely linked to dysfunctional cultural patterns.

The study adopts an integrative approach combining Abdullah Al-Ghadhami’s deconstructive
critique of implicit cultural systems with Malek Bennabi’s constructive vision of civilizational
renewal. It argues that the two projects are complementary rather than contradictory: one
diagnoses the cultural roots of decline, while the other seeks to rebuild civilizational
awareness and conditions of renaissance.

The research concludes that overcoming the Arab civilizational crisis requires both the
deconstruction of obstructive cultural patterns and the construction of an effective value
system centered on the human being as the core of the civilizational process.

Keywords : Cultural criticism, civilizational transformation, cultural structure, colonizability,
Abdullah Al-Ghadhami, Malik Bennabi..
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