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Abstract:

Cultural criticism, since its emergence, has been characterized by an oppositional orientation
influenced by Cultural Studies, which developed within a context of cultural conflict between
social classes in Europe. This orientation was extended in the Arab context through the critical
works of Abdullah Al-Ghadhami, who focused on studying implicit structures carrying what
he termed “cultural ugliness” embedded in Arabic poetry, and concealed beneath literary
aesthetics. He argues that these structures were responsible for the systemic flaws affecting the
Arab cultural identity.

Meanwhile, this study seeks to highlight the other dimension of cultural criticism, represented
by cultural structures that embody aesthetic values and their positive impact on Arab cultural
consciousness..

Keywords: cultural criticism,implicit patterns,systemic flaws, cultural ugliness,

cultural aesthetic.
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