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The Latent Patterns in Children’s Literature by Kamil Kilani and Their
Role in Shaping the Cultural Identity of Young Readers; The Story of
"Aladdin" as a Model
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Abstract:

This study examines the latent patterns in children’s literature by Kamil Kilani, taking the
story “Aladdin” as a model to reveal the cultural and value-based structures embedded within
the narrative, It is based on the assumption that Kilani’s works are not limited to entertainment,
but rather contain implicit systems of meaning that contribute to shaping the child’s awareness
and guiding it culturally and educationally, The study adopts a cultural criticism approach to
uncover these patterns as deep structures operating within the literary discourse through
aesthetic and narrative mechanisms.
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The analysis reveals several major patterns, most notably the ethical pattern reflected in
the oppositions of good and evil, honesty and betrayal, through the gradual transformation of
the protagonist’s character, It also identifies a social pattern that reinforces the image of the
family as the nucleus of social order and the source of values, Furthermore, a cultural-identity
pattern appears through the invocation of heritage and the connection of the child to their
civilizational roots, alongside an educational pattern that guides the reader indirectly through
the development of events.

The study concludes that Kilani’s texts represent an integrated cultural and educational
discourse that contributes to instilling values and shaping children’s awareness, making the
analysis of latent patterns an important approach to understanding the profound role of
children’s literature in forming the cultural identity of younger generations.

Keywords: Latent Patterns; Children’s Literature; Kamil Kilani; Cultural Criticism;
Educational Values.
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