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Abstract:

A multitude of factors contributed to the emergence of comparative literary studies, which
explore the interconnectedness of different literatures. This development originated in France
in the late 1820s. This field of study was primarily driven by the spirit of the times and the
openness of peoples and nations to the "other," embracing their cultures and literatures.
Consequently, comparison became a fundamental prerequisite for studying the literature and
culture of any given country, as this principle enables the comparative scholar to closely
examine the literatures of others and their cultural connections.

A paradigm that adopts comparison as a method for purposeful academic study places the Arab
world in general, and Algeria in particular, before the imperative of acknowledging and
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understanding literary and cultural relations within the framework of the Algerian comparative
study of contemporary literature. Here, cultural criticism emerges with its inherent critical
concepts and tools, assisting the researcher in elucidating the cultural patterns within literary
texts. It also reveals the semantic loads carrying cultural and aesthetic dimensions, thereby
reinforcing the harmonious relationship between what is cultural-civilizational and what is
artistic-aesthetic.

Keywords: Cultural patterns, Comparative literature, Cultural criticism, Algerian
comparative study, Aesthetic values.
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