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Nahwi Argumentation (Grammatical Evidence) in Al-Shatibt's Thought
through His Book Al-Magqasid al-Shafi'ah fi Sharh Al-Khulasah Al-Kafiyah
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Abstract:

Abu Ishaq al-Shatibi (d. 790 AH) is considered one of the most prominent grammarians
whose methodology was characterized by meticulous verification and precise scrutiny in the
issue of grammatical evidence (al-ihtijaj al-nahwi). In his monumental work Al-Maqasid al-
Shafi'ah f1 Sharh al-Khulasah al-Kafiyah (published in ten volumes), this article will address
the foundational pillars of al-Shatibl's approach to grammatical evidence. These pillars
encompass:

1- Citing the Qur'an and Qira'at (Recitations): Al-Shatibi regards both mutawatir (widely
transmitted) and shadh (irregular) recitations as authentic and fundamental sources in
establishing grammatical rules, neither of which may be rejected merely for apparent

e o slita yeaSall 1 e, Ll Calgll”

129 |


https://asjp.cerist.dz/en/chiefEditor/downArticle/136/2726258

iy o ok LS BT AN s B AL Wil 4SS e gbLidl wis (sl oYl

conflict with grammatical principles; rather, the rules must be adapted to accommodate the
Qur'anic text.

2- Citing the Prophetic Hadith: He adopts a moderate stance leaning toward conditional
permissibility, disagreeing with the stringent position of the Andalusian school represented
by Abu Hayyan, who prohibited it outright. Al1-Shatibi considers hadith whose wording is
verified and rigorously transmitted (such as juridically concise sayings) as conclusive
evidence in language and grammar.

3- Citing the Speech of the Arabs (Poetry and Prose): He strictly adheres to the chronological
boundaries of "the Period of Acceptable Evidence" (“Asr al-Ihtijaj), refraining from citing
the speech of the muwalladiin (later generations) or later authorities. Furthermore, he
distinguishes between prevalent usage (al-matrud), rare instances (al-nadir), and poetic
necessity (dartirah shi‘riyyah).

4- The Analytical Methodology: He does not limit himself to merely citing evidences; rather,
he engages in critical examination of transmitted reports, verifies the authenticity of poetic
citations, and performs preferential selection (tarjih) between the opinions of the Basrans
and Kufans, typically favoring the opinion supported by strong transmitted evidence and
sound rational analogy.

5- Qiyas (Analogical Reasoning) and Ta'lil (Etiological Explanation): Al-Shatib1's approach
to grammatical evidence is not mere transmission but an intellectual process that connects
transmission (al-naql, i.e., evidences) with reason (al-‘aql, i.e., analogy), and relies upon
grammatical causes (‘ilal nahwiyyah) to explain linguistic phenomena.

Al-Shatibi was a profound venerater of sama“ (auditory transmission), prioritizing it over other
grammatical principles. This comprehensive approach rendered his work an encyclopedia of
the philosophy of grammar, rather than merely a commentary on Ibn Malik's Alfiyah
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