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Stylistic representations in the Algerian Maqama - Al-Wahrani's dreams,
Maqamat, and letters - by Sheikh Rukn al-Din Muhammad ibn

Muhammad ibn Mahrez al-Wahrani as a model.
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Abstract:

The maqama is a form of prose literature whose roots extend back to the fourth century
AH. It emerged at the hands of a group of writers such as Badi' al-Zaman al-Hamadhani, al-
Hariri, and others. This art was not limited to verbal artistry and rhetorical embellishment, but
also drew from the wellsprings of proverbs, wisdom, poetry, history, and geographical
descriptions. In this research paper, we immerse ourselves in the work of one of the leading
figures of this art, Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn Muhriz al-Wahrani al-Jaza'iri, who lived
during the Fatimid era. He traversed deserts and wastelands, traveling between cities from
Egypt to Damascus to Baghdad, using the maqama as a vehicle to reveal the secrets of that era.
He unveiled the most prominent figures of its time—writers, jurists, and princes—with a refined
artistic style, a sense of humor, and symbolic language that guides the reader between the lines
to decipher its codes.
Keywords: the magama — an artistic style — a symbolic language — verbal artistry —graphic
ornamentation.
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