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Literary Satire and Linguistic Slips in the Book: '"Al-Siham al-Sa'ibah fi Radd al-
Da'awa al-Kadhibah'" by Mohamad al-Mushrafi (d. 1916)
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Abstract:

It is undeniable that investigating the intellectual polemics and scholarly debates
within cultural centers serves as a fundamental gateway to understanding the prevailing
cognitive patterns of their era. These are not merely fleeting disputes or hierarchical
arguments; rather, they reflect the elite consciousness and the cultural momentum of the time.
Driven by the desire to unveil the 'Rashidi' heritage (in the Mascara region), this article seeks
to highlight the nature of the scholarly refutations that formed the core of the discourse during
that period.

This stage was fraught with profound intellectual and jurisprudential shifts,
spearheaded by two prominent figures: Sheikh Mohammed bin Mustafa al-Mashrafi (d. 1916)
and Sheikh Ahmed al-Mujahid Abu Talib (d. 1889). Their rivalry culminated in a prolific
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intellectual output, preserved in manuscripts and cited by historians as witnessing texts to the
sharpness of their intellect and the depth of their contention.

From this perspective, the following problematic arises: What were the intellectual
foundations upon which these polemics between the two elite scholars were built? How did
the debate transform from a space of scholarly proof to a sphere of verbal sparring? And what
were the underlying motives that sanctioned personal defamation?

Keywords: Linguistic Violence, Satire, Sarcasm, Al-Mushrafi, False Claims.
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