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Women in Reformist and Renaissance Thought: A Study of the Early Signs of

Arab Feminism
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This research paper examines the early formations of Arab feminism by Abstract:
presenting the key ideas of pioneering thinkers who first engaged with the “woman question”
in both the Mashriq and the Maghreb—Rifa‘a Rafi‘ al-Tahtawi, Qasim Amin, and al-Tahir al-
Haddad. The study aims to identify the major social transformations that prompted these
reformers to advance novel intellectual interventions aimed at improving women’s status in
education, employment, and social and political rights, as well as in broader questions of
.equality
Adopting selected tools from a socio-cultural analytical framework, the paper seeks to
link the intellectual evolution of Arab feminist thought to the social and economic structures
that informed it, with particular emphasis on the analysis of foundational texts produced by
.these three reformist pioneers
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