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The fictional imagination and its relationship to reality in Wasini al-Araj's
novel, '"The Lady of the Shrine

P é).f&.j 1
m.becheri@univ-blida2.dz  j|3=)) 25000 dasl>

2026-03-26 ;1 73)6 2026-03-06 Joht 06 2026-01-19J1sy¥1 50

| gl

J a1 ) ) o U3 solall s s g ) 8 3 Sl bl jasbad) 5 e JUL @81 sl 3
o gt e ey e By Buslannly A0 LU R)laky iy lly 8 5LL sl 28 10T adoy
Sl bl (Brgage ey a8l ) Sloase 2l Jsed G 5ol Cibgry O LSCasy a8y ) a2l sl S
dend gl dygaal o ISCa) wlaases 1 Jsmid U Leabloo 5l LS (il masdt of 5ol n batn 2l
oy i) Ll Bundlsll Las gl dvase ) a2 Lo Wy oy Loy jlawiaV) me 6 ally 351015 250 lafl oSas
Badlgl) AU Lol o (WY (50 liab L) 302 Bl sLab e Jamnd ¢ Sy ) O Ll sy oSG G
Gl o a0 580 Gy ly 2sled) ST Sl OIS putd s of sl sl (sl il 2 IS
G a5 350 oyl s ) sl 3 Yo e il il ko OISU 238 Y 1SCay LYl
Vb st ol ooy a6 sl 3 55 VA CatSS 20lly W15 (59l 50 )l et 3] ¢ 1) 1
Y A R (3 JLRL S By ol o 20 L bl Bgthe lw Syl ot oty (3500 8 Ss
alyob g angs Baley Wlary &b Aomsliinl b () a Gy s Il

A Rl Bl ¢l e i) LIS

Abstract: The interweaving of reality and imagination is one of the most prominent aesthetic
and intellectual features of the Algerian novel. Algerian novelists have resorted to this technique
as an artistic strategy to move beyond directness and didacticism, and to address complex
historical, social, and political issues. This interrelation is clearly manifested through the
construction of characters, the representation of space, and the use of symbolism. At the level
of characterization, fictional characters acquire a dual dimension, as they are rooted in realistic
references drawn from Algerian history and society, yet they are imaginatively reshaped into
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problematic, mythical, or conceptual figures that reflect crises of identity, memory, and the
struggle with colonial and postcolonial realities. Characters often transcend strict realism,
becoming mediators between the real and the imaginary.

Keywords: Reality -imagination- Algerian- novel
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