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Existential Alienation in Franz Kafka’s The Metamorphosis and Naguib Mahfouz’s
The Thief and the Dogs
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Abstract This research deals with the phenomenon of alienation as a literary and
philosophical concept that has emerged in World Literature since the beginning of the
twentieth century, and its features have crystallized through an intellectual and
psychological system manifested in the relationship between the human self and novel
creativity.Kafka is one of the pillars of world literature that deeply explored the idea of
alienation in the context of absurdity and existentialism, expressing the anxiety and
isolation that man suffers in the face of a mysterious and cruel world, and Najib
Mahfouz is among the most prominent Arab writers who excelled in transmitting
alienation through the characters of his novels, which expresses, loss of identity,
separation from reality, the extent to which the writers Franz Kafka and Najib
Mahfouz were able to express their existential alienation Through their portrayal of the
protagonists of the two novels and the events that happened to themAre there any
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places where they met in order to achieve the characteristic of influence and influence
that reflects the cultural cross-pollination between the two writers

Keywords: Alienation, Naguib Mahfouz, Franz Kafka, Existence.
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