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Historical Dating and its Significance in the Thought of Ahmed ibn Yahya
el-Wencharissi's: A Study of “Al-Manhaj al-Fa'iq wa al-Manhal al-Ra'iq
wa
al-Ma'na al-La'iq”
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Abstract: Algeria's intellectual and scholarly heritage is full of eminent figures whose
contributions have left a lasting imprint on history. Among them, Ahmed ibn Yahya el-
Wencharissi. Stands out as a scholar whose extensive writings encompass diverse fields of
knowledge. A true polymath, he bequeathed a vast intellectual legacy that continues to inspire
researchers today. One of his most significant work “Al-Manhaj al-Fa'iq wa al-Manhal al-
Ra'iq wa al-Ma'na al-La'iq bi-Adab al-Mithiq wa Ahkam al-Watha'iq”, offers a an
examination of a fundamental issue: the methods and conventions of time reckoning. Indeed,
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civilizations from ancient times to the present day, have always sought to structure time by
attributing precise days, nights, months and their respective designations. This is a major
requirement, particularly in the legal field, where it is imperative that witnesses date their
testimony precisely to guarantee the validity of contracts and avoid any ambiguity. It
therefore demands that the exact moment of an event be mentioned: the day, month and year,
to avoid any contradiction between acts.

In this study, we propose to explore the concept of historical dating and its
significance in Ahmed ibn Yahya el-Wencharissi, through the analysis of his work Al-Manhaj
al-Fa'iq wa al-Manhal al-Ra'iq wa al-Ma'na al-La'iq.

Key words: Historical dating - Significance - el-Wencharissi - Testimony — Contracts.
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