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.Cultural Patterns in the Algerian Novel: Transcending the Hegemonic and
Producing an Alternative.
A Reading of Hamid Abdelkader's Novel Mirrors of Fear.
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Abstract:

At the dawn of the new millennium, the Algerian novelist expressed his obsession with
transcending dominant cultural paradigms, particularly the paradigm of masculinity, which
reproduces itself through behaviors that perpetuate the culture of violence that produced the
Black Decade. This necessitated a reconsideration to free collective thinking from the
shackles of what is no longer relevant to the nation's present.

The novelist also expressed his rejection of the dominance of the masculinity system in
relationships within a male-dominated society in which men glorify violence, women desire

- *
Sogr 2V B350

414



Sr90 93 B335 o ookl g5 (ol 3ot 30,5051 215301 3 438U Bl

it, and in which the intellectual who refuses to be led by calls glorifying force and
intimidation suffers.

The latter finds himself forced to fight an existential battle in which he seeks to regain his
position in the center and push the violent stallion to the margins.

Through his management of this existential conflict, the novelist established an alternative
system to the one he called for to overcome. This system is formed through the knowledge
and ability to distinguish between right and wrong that results from the act of reading. Its
banner is carried by the true intellectual who rejects violence and believes in the right of the
other to differ.

Keywords: System - Masculinity - Center - Intellectual - Margin.
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