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The cognitive contribution of Orientalism and surprise; In the
formation of the mutual vision between the Arab civilization and
the other
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Abstract:

Orientalism, within the framework of cultural concepts, has emerged as an epistemological
extension of the modernistproject and itsachievements. Rooted in the authority and centrality
of the Western self, itpositioned Western rationality as the ultimate model for
understandinghuman reality and as the standard by which all other cultures and civilizations
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are measured and judged. Based on this conception, Orientalismarose as a cultural
mechanismintertwinedwithpolitical, historical, and economic dimensions, aiming to
manipulate and harnessthem in the service of domination and the consolidation of Western
supremacy.

However, thisexploitativecurrentdid not remainbeyond critique. Counter-
movementsemerged, seeking to destabilizeitsfoundations and question
itsunderlyingassumptions. Occidentalism, in thiscontext, appeared as a form of
intellectualresistance—a counter-stance against exclusion and a challenge to the existential
erasure of the non-European self, whether Arab or African. It opened a space for coexistence
in a world marked by differences in belief, identity, and culture.

Accordingly, thisstudyraises the following central question: How has
thisdialecticcontributed to shaping a mutual vision between Arab-Islamiccivilization and
the Western ""Other™?

To addressthisproblematic, the studyaims to assess the role of Orientalism in constructing the
image of the East within Western culture, explore the contributions of Arab thought to the
understanding of the Other, and identify the points of convergence and divergence between
the two in terms of objectives and characteristics.

Keywords:Orientalism — Occidentalism — Self — Other — Influence and Exchange
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